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NOTES TO CHAPTER II.

1. At the risk of repetition we will again call
the reader's attention to the fact that we have care-
fully limited this discussion to an explanation of the
political positions taken by the parties to this great
contest. We have not undertaken to examine into
the justice of these positions, still less to go into the
merits of the controversy regarding the institution of
slavery. It would no doubt be interesting to inves-
tigate the facts of the American Revolution and of
the period immediately subsequent to it? with the
view of determining whether they do or do not dis-
close the birth of thirteen independent nations. It
would be also interesting to examine the grounds on
which a State whose domain was carved out of the
Territories, like Indiana or Mississippi, for instance,
could be supposed by any body to be endowed at
any time with full national sovereignty. It would
be, no doubt, well worth while to go through the
history of the slavery-question, with the intention
of ascertaining whether, on the theory of the sover-
eignty of the nation, the Slave States had a moral
justification for rebellion, or whether, on the theory
of State nationality, they were morally justified in
taking a step so likely to bring on a bloody and
doubtful war, as their leaving the Union. But